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Consider the responsibility we have to where we live.

local 
realities 
should be a 
driver for 
all activ-
ity. 



Consider reading Paulo Freire’s “pedagogy of the oppressed” and then read any number of 

university mandates that have been updated in the last 20 years.

an educa-
tion should 
not be de-
signed to 
help you 
solve 
problems.



Consider reading “the nightmare of participation” by Markus Miessen.

more Par-
ticipation 
resolves 
nothing.



Consider flipping through the interviews in “What we made: conversations on art and 

social cooperation” by tom Finkelpearl.

a social 
practice is 
not about 
doing 
things for 
other peo-
ple.



consider the recently circulated project “signs for the homeless” by Kenji Nakayama and 

Christopher Hope.

working on 
behalf of 
other peo-
ple is prob-
ably more 
violent 
than we're 
ready to 
admit.



consider rick lowe’s work on “project row houses” in houston, texas or Gina Reichert and 

Mitch Cope’s work on “power house productions” in Hamtramck, michigan.

engage-
ment 
should be  
inextrica-
ble from 
commit-
ment and 
duration.



consider the potential in contesting political relations being a helpful and permanent 

fixture of our everyday lives, and then consider  reading chantal mouffe’s “Agonistics: 

Thinking The World Politically.”

agonism is 
a thought-
ful re-
sponse to 
the world 
We encoun-
ter.



consider who was speaking when you’ve heard the phrase, “be reasonable,” or discussion 

of “a way forward.”

being rea-
sonable is 
a matter 
of class. 
Identifying 
a way for-
ward is a 
measure of 
power.



consider reading “the beginning of history: Value Struggles and Global Capital” by MAS-

SIMO DE ANGELIS and then refer back to the page that says, “a social practice is not about 

doing things for other people.”

value 
practices 
are meeting 
points. 
social 
practices 
are often 
not.



consider the affective weight of priorities vs urgencies.

Priorities 
allow us 
to mask 
urgencies. 



consider Tellervo Kalleinen and Oliver Kochta-Kalleinen’s “complaint choir” project.

there is 
value to 
be found in 
our 
infinite 
com-
plaints.



consider the recent reunion of “jesse and the rippers” on “late night with jimmy fallon” as 

a starting point.

Forever, 
and ever, 
and ever. 
i've been so 
happy 
loving you.



consider the vows that you’ve made to change your life if you’ve ever lost someone 

close to you and then consider the vows you’ve made after a major social uprising or 

world tragedy.

loss, when 
disguised as 
everyday 
life, marks 
a power-
ful turning 
point for 
tactical 
action.



consider that a public can consist of many people with different, potentially even con-

trary, interests and visions for where they live and then consider a gated community.

avoid build-
ing com-
munities in 
exclusion 
of building 
publics.



consider who most-often benefits from scale.

Scalability 
concerns 
those with 
the means 
to scale.



consider reading “On the Commons: A Public Interview with Massimo De Angelis and Stav-

ros Stavrides” that appeared on e-flux journal #17.

Producing 
steals mo-
ments, re-
producing 
steals a 
lifetime.





Here is a list of things to be 
Further considered in light 
of this pamphlet’s pithy 
articulations:

1.	 while the local can provide a helpful context for activat-

ing ourselves, would we not be remiss to ignore global 

crises?

2.	 does education in our neolierbal context give us the space 

to consider practices of learning, knowing, and problema-

tizing? does not the mere provocation of problem solving 

immediately instrumentalize an already narrow view of 

education?

3.	 is participation really an attempt to resolve anything or is 

it just being present at a certain time in a certain place?

4.	 is art as social practice just poorly-timed activism, unre-

quited love, or vacant positioning?

5.	 doing things for other people may be suspect if done with-

out their (at least tacit) awareness of your intentions, but 

what about generosity, conviviality, and surprise?

6.	 how can commitment be leveraged against you?

7.	 does unrest not build from points of objection and should 

those points of objection not observe an infinite horizon?

8.	 is being reasonable a method for diffusing criticality?

9.	 are value practices not just social practices with more 

obvious points of allegiance and discrimination?

10.	 are priorities not points of departure for actually getting 

something done?

11.	 while unrest may indeed build from points of objection, why 

should those points of objection observe an infinite hori-

zon? should they not translate into cogent and actionable 

responses?

12.	 is our understanding of love contingent on time, duration, 

and fantasy?

13.	 are we not just as prepared to create, receive, or object to 

turning points through moments of accumulation, affirma-

tion, or joy?

14.	 are communities not sites of solidarity and collectivity to 

transform the world around us?

15.	 why privilege the small and unscalable over the possibil-

ity to transform much larger issues through data-driven 

decisions?

16.	 is theft a lens through which we can understand trans-

gressive possibility or just a confirmation of the function 

of capital?


